
 

 
 

 Contact Anita Smith - thegoldclub@thegardensgroup.co.uk   Tel: 01935 814633 

Don’t miss the 

Gold Club   

 

17th August 2024 

6.30pm 

Tickets available now! 

Peat-free Progress Report  

 

While the government confirmed earlier this year that a ban on all peat 

based gardening products is now unlikely to be implemented before the  

next election, at The Gardens Group, we have remained committed to    

our original target of becoming peat-free in our composts and other    

bagged goods by 2024. The proposed ban is designed to help save peat bogs 

- which are environmentally important habitats, to maintain the important 
role that peat bogs play in storing water, but most importantly to stop the 

release of CO2 - which is stored in large quantities in peat bogs and gets 

released during the harvesting process. 

While there have been numerous challenges to overcome, we’re delighted 

to report that we are on target to be completely peat free by the Spring. 

We would have reached our goal by the end of 2023, but this has been    

delayed by a surplus in the supply of one of our core ranges. This left us 

needing to use it up rather than waste it altogether, which would of course 

be much less kind to the environment. 

Having been peat-free in our own nursery for some time, we’re excited to 

bring our bagged range in line with our own operations in Sherborne,    

Yeovil and Poundbury. We’ve worked hard to help our suppliers achieve 

this, and of course to take our customers along on the journey with us. 

Advances in peat-free alternatives are being made all the time, with some   

of this year’s highlights including peat-free seed composts and ericaceous 
composts coming to market. Better still, we now have new fertilisers such 

as Boost and Big Tom specifically designed for peat-free gardening which will 

make the transition so much more successful. There is also evidence coming 

through that watering requirements aren’t greater than with peat based 

compost – it just looks drier on the surface. 

We know changing old habits can present challenges in the garden, but 

we’re here to help. At all three of our garden centres, the team is on hand 

to share their knowledge, experience and tips. So if you need any support 

with the transition to peat-free gardening, please do call in and give us a 

challenge! 

Mike  



 

 

 

21 June  

4 July 
 

16 July 
 

6 August 
 

Tickets available from our 

website and from the    

garden centre tills 

Mere Gardening Club sent me 

this wonderful picture from their  

Growing Competition from last year. 

 

Stephen Snell  

Bespoke Oil Painting            

Exhibition 

20 July - 28 July  

The Butterfly House 

Castle Gardens  

Sherborne 

Hedgehogs 

25 July 2.30pm 

A free talk in Castle Garden’s  

Butterfly House by Jeannette 

Hampstead from Hedgehog 

Rescue in Hazelbury Bryan 

Sam Dodd Wildlife Artist 
 

Art Exhibition 
 

6 July - 11 July  

The Butterfly House  

Castle Gardens 

Sherborne 



 

 

 

Please share your news, views and articles with Anita Smith - thegoldclub@thegardensgroup.co.uk  01935 814633 

Top 5 Spring/Summer blooms from Poundbury Gardens 

 

Forsythia  

Most of the year this shrub can easily sit in your garden without getting much notice, but  

it more than makes up for it when it produces an abundance of yellow flowers in early 

spring, which to me is the first signal that the garden is emerging from the winter months. 

Forsythias are very hardy, happy in a wide range of soils and prefer full sun to light shade.  

 

Echinacea  

Echinacea come in a variety of colours and flower from June to September.  These showy       

perennials prefer to be in full sun with a free draining soil, and if you are looking to        

encourage wildlife to your garden these are the perfect addition for attracting bees and 

butterflies.  

 

Delphinium  

Delphiniums flower in the summer and are ideal for adding height to your borders or as    

a cut flower. This is another plant that’s perfect for attracting pollinators. They come in a 

range of blue, pink and white varieties.  My tip? An occasional squirt with Grazers G2     

liquid should make them less palatable to slimy visitors without harming any wildlife! 

 

Heuchera  

Heucheras are best known for their wide choice of coloured foliage including purple, pink 

and bronze. The leaves may also be marbled, have contrasting veins or wavy edges. They 

are ideal for ground cover or filling in gaps, they are relatively low maintenance and, as an 

added extra, they will produce tiny white or pink flowers depending on the variety in the 

summer.  

 

Sweet pea (Lathyrus odoratus)  

There are hundreds of varieties of Sweet Peas in a wide range of colours.  They are famous 

for their fragrance, perfect to grow up an obelisk, to cut for a scented bouquet or simply 

to attract pollinators to your garden. So what’s not to love about 

them? With a choice of different heights habits, they will be ready for 

planting out in April/May. They prefer full sun and will flower 

throughout the summer, just keep feeding and deadheading them.  

 

Jon Nash  General Manager, Poundbury Gardens  



 

 

Tales from the potting shed - by Mike Burks 

Please share your news, views and articles with Anita Smith - thegoldclub@thegardensgroup.co.uk  01935 814633 

Earlier this year we attended 

the Garden Centre Association 

conference which was, as ever, 

an inspirational few days. The 

most telling presentation was 

from Ed Gillespie and Mark 

Stevenson, also known as the 

Futurenauts. Their topic was 

the environmental challenges 

we face, and they promised to 

depress us for the first half 

hour of their presentation and 

then offer us hope in the latter. 

They did both with their 

conclusion that sustaining our 

current climate position isn’t 

enough and that we need to 

start regenerating. Their 

message of hope was that 

private gardens could and 

should be an important part of 

soaking up the carbon dioxide 

that is a big part of the cause  

of our environmental problems.  

The Futurenauts’ view is that 

improving the soil by 

incorporating organic matter, 

preferably by laying it on the 

surface of bare soil rather than 

digging it in, will significantly 

improve the soil biome - 

making it not only more fertile 

but more able to soak up 

carbon. The organic matter can 

come from one’s own garden 

compost (rather than having it 

taken away by the council) but 

also from soil conditioner, 

composted farm manure and 

Bloomin’ Amazing, which is 

located on our doorstep and 

products we stock in our 

garden centres. The benefits  

are increased fertility of the 

soil, better water absorbing 

ability leading to greater plant 

health and for better results   

in the garden.  

 

Many gardeners are also 

wanting environmentally sound 

pest and disease control and 

one of the methods available   

is the use of companion 

planting techniques. This     

Gold Club talk subject is one 

of the most popular. It fits in 

well  with regenerating the   

soil biome too and with the   

desire of many gardeners    

who want to share their garden 

with wildlife.  

 

Rainwater harvesting is another 

hot topic and I noticed that 

water companies are 

promoting the capturing of 

rainwater at home to help, in a 

small way, in controlling the 

huge amounts of rainfall that 

we are currently experiencing. 

From a gardener’s point of view 

this is really good quality water 

for our plants and gardens too. 

We have a number of 

rainwater harvesting projects 

at our sites and we can see the 

difference where we are using 

rainwater in the quality of 

plants in the nursery and in the 

garden centre.  

 

So, gardening is not only great 

for physical health, and mental 

health, but can also be a real 

positive for the environment.  

 

 Mike   


